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Established 1996 

July 2024 

T he Prime Minister has called a general election 

for Thursday 4th July. You will probably have 

already received notice of this and where you need to 

go to cast your vote. The polling stations will be open 

from 7am until 10pm on 4th July. 

 

The boundaries of many constituencies have been 

changed with the aim of making them more equal in 

size. Curry Rivel is now in the new constituency of 

Glastonbury and Somerton. There are five candidates 

hoping for your vote. Their names in alphabetical 

order are: 

 

• Tom Carter (Reform UK) 

• Jon Cousins (Green Party) 

• Sarah Dyke (Liberal Democrats) 

• Hal Hooberman (Labour Party) 

• Faye Purbrick (Conservative Party Candidate) 

 

When you go to vote you do not need to take your 

polling card, but you MUST take photo ID with you. 

You will not be issued with a ballot paper unless you 

can produce one of the following documents: 

• A UK or Northern Ireland photocard driving 

licence (full or provisional) 

• A driving licence issued by an EU country, 

Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein, the Isle of Man 

or any of the Channel Islands 

• A UK passport 

• A passport issued by an EU country, Norway, 

Iceland, Liechtenstein or a Commonwealth 

country 

• A Blue Badge 

• A PASS card (National Proof of Age Standards 

Scheme) 

• A biometric residence permit 

• A Defence Identity Card (MOD form 90) 

• A National Identity Card issued by the EU, 

Norway, Iceland or Liechtenstein 

• A Northern Ireland Electoral Identity Card 

• A Voter Authority Certificate 

• An Anonymous Elector’s Document 

 

The following travel passes can also be used as photo 

ID when you vote: 

• An older person’s bus pass 

• A disabled person’s bus pass 

• An Oyster 60+ card 

• A Freedom Pass 

• A Scottish Entitlement Card (NEC) 

• A 60 and over Welsh Concessionary Travel Card 

• A Disabled Person’s Welsh Concessionary Travel 

Card. 

• A Northern Ireland Concessionary Travel Pass. 

The photo on your ID must look like you. You can still 

use your ID even if it has expired. 
 

…..pictures on page 16……. 

General Election – 4th July 2024 
 

Jane Hamlin 
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Your Community Website   
curryrivel.org.uk 

Curry Rivel News can be found online at  
https://www.curryrivel.org.uk/local-info/curry-rivel-news-more.html 

Relaunch of the community network that supports 
landowners across Somerset to manage their land for nature 
 
Ben Neenan – Somerset Wildlife Trust 

T he Private & Community Nature 
Reserves (PCNR) Network is a user-

led group hosted by Somerset Wildlife 
Trust (SWT) which provides peer-to-
peer support for people who own or 
manage land primarily for nature — 
including landowners, smallholders, 
and community groups. It will be 
celebrating an official relaunch on 
Saturday 6th July, uniting like-minded 
individuals to help achieve more for 
nature’s recovery in Somerset. 
 

Currently just 10% of Somerset’s 
landscapes can be classified as being in 
‘good natural or semi-natural 
condition’. Somerset Wildlife Trust 
works with communities, landowners, 
and farmers across the county to make 
more space for nature by restoring and 
reconnecting habitats to form part of a 
national Nature Recovery Network. 
Through the PCNR Network, 
landowners and land managers are 
able to collaborate and share ideas on 
how their land can act as a vital 
stepping-stone for wildlife and deliver 
benefits for nature, people, and 
climate. 
 

You could join the Somerset Wildlife 
Trust for the official relaunch of the 
PCNR Network on Saturday 6th July 
from 11am until 3pm. The event is 
open to existing members and those 
completely new to the group and will 
include: 
 

• An introduction to how the 
PCNR Network plays an 
important role for nature’s 
recovery in Somerset 

• An open space session for 
attendees to network and share 
ideas around nature-friendly 
land management 

• A guided walk around SWT’s 
Chancellor’s Farm on the 
Mendip Hills, a permit-only 
nature reserve 

• A tour of Easton Wildlife Groups 
local community projects. 

 

 

You can find out more about the PCNR 

Network and book a place for this event 

by visiting the website: 

www.somersetwildlife.org/events/2024

-07-06-pcnr-network-re-launch 

SEAN MOUNTER 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

For full Gas & Oil Central Heating 

Gas 

contracted 

installers 

CTIB 

Trained 

 
Fully apprentice served  

with City & Guilds 

qualifications 

All types of plumbing & 

heating installed, Boiler 

changes, Heating 

upgrades 

Complete bathroom, 

shower rooms 

installation incl. tiling, 

building work etc. 

No job too small.  No VAT.  Free competitive quotes and advice 

Herald House, 

Langport TA10 9RQ 

 

Tel:   01458 253015 
Mob: 07748 183282 

http://www.somersetwildlife.org/events/2024-07-06-pcnr-network-re-launch
http://www.somersetwildlife.org/events/2024-07-06-pcnr-network-re-launch
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Movies in the Village Hall mvh.curry.wixsite.com/films 

 
Alison Cockrell 
 

 Wicked Little Letters (15)     19 July 2024  

T his black-comedy mystery, based on a strange-but-
true story, tells of an absurd scandal that took place 

in the 1920s.  
 
The two main characters are Edith, a single, devout 
Christian woman and rowdy Irish immigrant Rose. 
 
Edith and some of her friends start to receive wicked 
letters which contain inadvertent hilarious profanities. 
Edith’s father Edward seeks the assistance of the local 
police and Rose is singled out as the sender. But is Rose 
really the culprit? 
 
Stars: Olivia Colman, Jessie Buckley, Timothy Spall, Anjana 
Vasan and Gemma Jones.  
 
Warning: This film contains incidences of swearing. 
Doors open at 6.30pm, show starts at 7.00pm in the Curry 
Rivel Village Hall. 
 
Please note that from July we reluctantly have to increase 

our ticket price to £8.  

Tickets are available at the door. Refreshments available. 

Art Appreciation 

Art For Fun 

Aviation 

Badminton  

Birdwatching 

Choral Music Appreciation 

Coach Trips 

Coffee & Chat 

Collectables 

Computing  

Craft Group 

Cycling 

Family History 

French Conversation  

French Refreshers 

Garden Model Railways 

Garden Visits 

Geology 

German Conversation  

History 

Holiday Group 

Italian Conversation 

Jazz Appreciation 

Local Discovery 

Local History 

Mahjong in Curry Rivel 

Mahjong in Langport 

Music Appreciation 

Opera Appreciation 

Photography 

Pins & Needles 

Playreading 

Publications Group 

Quiz Group 

Reading Group2 

Recorders  

Roast Potato Club 

Rummikub 

Scottish Dancing 

Scrabble 

Sew & Sew 

Short Mat Bowls 

Singing for Fun 

Social Bridge 

Spanish Conversation 

Gourmet Girls 

Sunday Roasties 

Sunday Singles 

Table Tennis 

Tap Dancing 

Reading Group 

Ukulele 

Walking Striders 

 

Mike Davis 

Somerton u3a interest groups….https://u3asites.org.uk/somerton/groups 
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My Costa Rica Adventure    
                                                                                                                                     

Isobelle Ward 

H i, my name is Isobelle Ward and I love living in our 
beautiful and friendly village of Curry Rivel with my 

family. Firstly, I would like to say thank you for even taking 
the time to read this. Next year, when I will be 15 years old, 
I have decided to take on my biggest adventure yet. In July 
2025 as part of a small group of us from Huish Episcopi 
Academy I will be travelling 5,500miles to Costa Rica to take 
part in a volunteering expedition through Camps 
International.  
 

The beautiful and biodiverse remote rainforest of Costa Rica 
will become my new home for 4 weeks, away from all my 
creature comforts and my family and friends. This expedition 
is going to push me outside of my comfort zone, staying in an 
unfamiliar environment, experiencing challenges that will be 
both very physical and emotionally demanding whilst being 
incredibly passionate about making a difference! I will make 
such a positive impact on not only our planet but other 
people's lives. The long-lasting impact through my efforts 
during this time will be felt throughout the local communities 
for years to come. 
 

I will be working alongside conservationists to protect the 
natural environment. Getting back to nature and 
experiencing what it is like to live in the wonders of the 
rainforest, where monkeys and toucans will be my closest 

neighbours. Working alongside local people in very rural 
villages and conservation areas where poverty levels are high 
and where there is virtually no form of income beyond small 
scale agriculture. I will learn about innovative and sustainable 
solutions to environmental issues and get involved in the 
most inspiring projects to support the environment, wildlife 
and community. I will be involved with the construction of 
local hospitals, schools, homes and toilets, whilst helping the 
environment by planting trees, clearing waste from the sea 
and vaccinating livestock. 
 

To enable me to make this happen. I need to fundraise 
£5,000 the cost of my expedition over the next 12 months. I 
am starting to do this by hosting a Quiz and Chilli Night at 
Curry Rivel Village Hall on the 6th July 2024 at 6pm with the 
help of my family and friends. 
 

I really do hope that you can join us for this fun filled evening. 
You can book your tickets for this event by either scanning 
the QR code or by visiting my website.  
 
www.isobelleward.co.uk  
My dad Jon has promised not to embarrass me too much as 

he is taking on the role of the Quiz master! That in itself is 

going to be entertaining to see! 

Curry Rivel     
Flower Show          
2024 
 

Kevin Loe 
 

Saturday 3rd August 2024 
Curry Rivel Village Hall 
2.30pm – 4.30pm 
 

Make a note of the date in your diary! This year 
the show will be a week earlier than usual, so keep 
picking and feeding those sweet peas. There will 
be a picture for those under 12 to fill in and a great 
many classes.  
 
Programme schedules will be available from 
Sandpits, the Garage, The Onestop shop and the 
Langport Library. You can also look at the 
programme at: 
 
https://curryrivelflowersh.wixsite.com/
curryrivelflowershow 

The Care Quality Commission 
wants to hear from you 
 

The Care Quality Commission 
 

T ell us now about the quality of care you are receiving.  
 

 

Each year the Care Quality Commission inspects thousands of care 
providers to make sure they provide safe, effective, 
compassionate, high-quality care. These include hospitals, care 
homes, care home agencies, GP and dental practices, mental 
health services, hospice care and community health services. If a 
service needs to improve, we will take action to make sure this 
happens, but we would like to hear about good care as well as 
poor care. 
 

Your information helps us decide when, where and what to 
inspect. 
 

Tell us about your experience. You don’t have to give your name. 
 

You can phone us: 03000 616161 
Or you can email us: enquiries@cqc.org.uk 
Or you can visit our website: www.cqc.org.uk/tellus 

http://www.isobelleward.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@cqc.org.uk
http://www.cqc.org.uk/tellus
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D.D.I.Y  
Don’t Do It Yourself! 

 

Do you have any work to do 
in or around your property 
that you can’t or don’t want 
to do? If so, we could do it 
for you. 

We are a husband and wife 
team with over 30 years of 
home improvement, 
refurbishment and 
maintenance experience. 
 

• Free Estimates 
• Reliable  
• Personable  
• Clean & Tidy 
 

Contact Roy or Debbie  

01458 762604 or  

07920 192471 

Find us on Facebook  

DDIY Don’t-Do-It-Yourself 

Bow House Physiotherapy Practice 
Stacey’s Court Car Park 

Bow Street 
Langport TA10 9PQ 

01458 253388 

Chartered Physiotherapists 

Also available:- 
Foot Health and Orthotics, Massage 

Therapy, Homeopathy, 
Occupational Therapy, Acupuncture, Bowen, 

Reflexology, Hopi Ear Candles, Pilates 
Classes. 

www.bowhousephysiotherapy.co.uk 
info@bowhousephysiotherapy.co.uk 

Pilates at Curry Rivel Village Hall  
Mondays 6pm 

Suitable for all as long as you can get up and 
down from a mat. 
Other Pilates/Yoga classes in the local area at: 
www.emzpilates.co.uk 
Contact me to book, or if you would rather a 121  
or small group session for a more personalised plan/
rehabilitation. 
Emily of: Emz Pilates & Yoga  
 07940 265 emzpilates@gmail.com     

    
 

“BOOTHIE” General “Handy Man” Services 

If the job you need isn’t listed, just ask 
Call Mike Booth on 01458 251498 or 07872 345623  
email: mikeboothie@btinternet.com 

• Window Cleaning with Reach & Wash System 

• Guttering Cleaned & Cleared—Give your gutters that spring clean 
Out of reach guttering no problem using  gutter vacuum from ground  

• Grass Cutting; Shed Refelting    
• UPVC Cleaned & Revitalised—we can restore your 

A family run ‘home from home’ in  
Langport for your dogs and cats, with 

plenty of space and cuddles! 
 

Tue, Fri & Sat at 
2pm 

01458 250556 

www.wooddrovekennelsandcattery.co.uk 

Kennels & Cattery 
Wood Drove  

Viewings by prior 
appointment 

http://www.emzpilates.co.uk/
mailto:emzpilates@gmail.com
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Sticks & Stones 
Emrys Evans & Denise Evans 

• Trees & Hedges 
• Dry-Stone Walls & Features 
   (DSWA Professionals) 
• Lime Mortar Walls & 

Pointing  
• Gardening & Landscaping 
• Fencing 

Telephone: 01458 250 819 
 Mobile: 07765 518168 

T he last 12 months have been very 
successful for our local RBL Branch 

in raising funds in support of the 
Dunkirk Memorial Home.   
 
Dunkirk House is a care home 
exclusively for the Armed Forces 
Veterans and their dependents and 
situated near Bishops Lydeard.  The 
residents’ shared experiences in the 
Armed Forces create a truly unique and 
supportive community, where everyone 
looks out for one another and for many 
it is their last home for ‘end-of-life’ 
care.  Money raised through donations 
often supports a variety of projects to 
make improvements to the home, or to 
provide residents with activities, such 
as the craft workshop.  Funds are also 
used to provide special treats such as 
entertainment to ensure their quality of 
life is the best it can be.  We in our RBL 
Branch are dedicated in supporting this 
important facility to ensure our 
veterans are well looked after. 
 
Through a number of fund raising 
events over the last year, the local 
community has supported us in order 
to raise £2000, and a special cheque 
presentation was made in last month to 
the Home Manager, Anne Lewin.  
Several of the Branch Committee were 
present and were very proud that one 
of our Vice Chairman Evelyn Leckie, 

made the presentation.  We would like 
to really thank all those who have 
contributed to the fund raising events 
and all those who have made 
donations.   
 
In June 2023 we held a Branch Spring 
Luncheon at the Lamb and Lion where 
we held a raffle organised by our 
illustrious Committee Members.  In 
October 2023 we held a horse racing 
evening in the Fivehead Crown pub.  
This was the brainchild of Jon 
Ainsworth who guided us to victory 
with his charm and wit to encourage 
punters to part with their cash.  There 
were some notable big winners in this 
traditional Royal Navy horse racing 
game, with lady-luck definitely on their 
side.  In February we held a Quiz Night 
in the CR Village Hall with Alan Martin 

as the Master of Ceremonies.  Food was 
very generously provided and organised 
by Gina and Tony Beauchamp, and the 
compliments flowed about great food 
and a cracking quiz.  We earned just 
short of £1000 from the quiz and from 
other donations.  All of your 
contributions have gone to the Dunkirk 
home and we will continue to support 
them with more activities and your 
support.  Your generosity is really 
appreciated and as we have recently 
celebrated the 80th anniversary of the  
D- Day landings still fresh in our minds, I 
would ask that you continue to support 
us so we may ensure the quality of life 
for those who have served their 
country in the military, and kept us safe 
in our free world.  

     Summer Lunch  

Saturday 13 July 2024 - 12.00 for 12.30 pm 

The Lamb & Lion Hambridge 

Pimms on arrival. 
Buffet lunch - selection of cold 
meats, vegetarian quiche, salad, 
coleslaw, new potatoes, crusty 
bread, cheese and biscuits. 
Choice of desserts available on day 
for extra. 
 
Cheese Biscuits,  Green Salad 
New Potatoes, Coleslaw  

GREAT RAFFLE 
PRIZES!  Lunch Tickets £20.00 each  

Raffle tickets £2 each 
 

Tickets available from: 

One Stop Shop Curry Rivel 
BP Garage & Post Office Curry Rivel 

The Stable Café Fivehead 
The Lamb & Lion Hambridge 

or 
RBL committee members 

07926 613064 /07866 850468 
 

RBL Registered Charity number 219279 

 

 
Curry Rivel, Drayton & Fivehead Branch 

The Royal British Legion  
Curry Rivel, Drayton and Fivehead Branch 
 

Tommy Mason, RBL Branch Chairman, Curry Rivel, Drayton & Fivehead  
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The views expressed in Curry 

Rivel News are those of the 

contributors and not those of 

the publisher.  Whilst every 

effort has been taken to ensure 

the information supplied for 

inclusion in the publication is 

accurate, responsibility cannot 

be accepted for any omissions 

or inaccurate information.   

We reserve the right to edit any 

contribution for the purpose of 

clarity, consistency and layout 

limitations.  By supplying 

material for publication, you 

are giving consent for its 

publication on the village 

community website. 

D-Day Stories 
 

Matt Geen 
 

2 0 years ago, Hugh Mowat and 
Nisbet Glen from Curry Rivel, 

who were involved with D-day, 
together with John Hoover from 
Swell, who was at Pearl Harbour, 
told their stories at a village 
event. It was recorded, and you 
can listen to them on the Curry 
Rivel website: 
www.curryrivel.org.uk 
 
All three are amazing stories, told 
by wonderful storytellers. This 
isn't dull history; it's real 
experience from people that we 
knew. Hugh Mowat was a 
conscientious objector in the 
Royal Army Medical Corps, who 
parachuted into Normandy the 
night before D-Day  to set up a 
field hospital. Nisbet Glen 
surveyed the Normandy beaches 
under cover of darkness before 

the day. John Hoover's story 
brings to life another momentous 
day in the war. 
 
They are no longer with us, and I 
am grateful to the family members 
who gave their permission to 
share these recordings again. 

Hugh Mowat Nisbet Glen 

http://www.curryrivel.org.uk
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New Digital Slinky transport service is just a click away 
 

Andrew Doyle 

P eople living in the Somerton and Langport areas can 
now take advantage of a trial on-demand flexible 

transport service. 
 
The brand-new Digital Slinky minibuses are funded by the 
Government’s £13 million Bus Service Improvement Grant 
(BSIP), along with a raft of other BSIP measures in Somerset. 
It can be booked quickly and easily by anybody living in 
Somerton and the surrounding villages – all you need to do is 
register and either book it online or by downloading the app. 
You can find out more at https://www.somerset.gov.uk/
roads-travel-and-parking/slinky-digital-somerton/, including 
other ways to book. 
 
The service was introduced on Tuesday 28 May a trial basis 
until March 2026. Digital Slinky could end up helping to 
transform demand responsive transport in the county if it is 
successful. The service offers a handy alternative for people 
needing to get to the shops, work, appointments or social 
visits if a bus service is not easily available, or they just want 
to leave the car at home. 
 
The Slinky app uses existing bus stops and landmarks as pick-
up points, to connect people to local places of interest within 
the operating area – such as the supermarkets, town centres, 
education and health care services. There are also plans to 
connect people with the current public transport network for 
onward travel. 

 
For people who can’t get to a designated pick-up point, due 
to mobility issues, a pick-up can be arranged from home. You 
can book up to an hour before your journey time and two 
weeks in advance – which is recommended where possible to 
secure your journey. 
 
Somerset Council’s Lead Member for Transport and Digital, 
Councillor Richard Wilkins said: 
 
“In a rural county like ours demand responsive transport has 
the potential to play a much bigger role going forward. 
People don’t always have easy access to a bus route or a car, 
or they may wish to leave their car at home. Digital Slinky is a 
great alternative, reliable, affordable and easy to book. 
Anyone can use it. If this trial is successful we will look at 
introducing the service into other areas in Somerset.” 
 
Roads Minister, Guy Opperman, said, “As part of the 
Government’s plan to improve local transport, we have 
provided £13 million to Somerset Council, enabling the Slinky 
on-demand minibus to provide more flexible local transport 
for local residents living in the Somerton and Langport areas.” 
 
Somerset Council’s existing Slinky and Community Transport 
service already covers many areas of the county and, unlike 
Digital Slinky, is geared more towards residents who do not 
have a transport alternative and may have restricted mobility. 
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MOT 
Test Centre 

Wiltown Garage 
Wiltown, Curry Rivel TA10 0JF 

Mon-Fri 8am to 5pm 

Saturdays—Sundays closed  

www.wiltowngarage.co.uk 

Vehicle Servicing & Repairs 

Air Conditioning Servicing 

Breakdown Recovery Service 

 Batteries 

 Exhausts 

 Clutches 

 Tyres 

service@wiltowngarage.co.uk 

Phone 01458 252 166 

We can service your NEW CAR  

and it WON’T AFFECT  

The Manufacturer’s  

WARRANTY.  

Ask us for details 

Dishwasher…washing machine…
tumble dryer…vacuum cleaner. If it’s 
gone wrong, IT CAN usually BE FIXED.  
And it’ll cost you nothing to find out if 
it can be fixed as I will provide a no 
obligation quote. 
 

Today people think fixing household 
equipment isn’t worthwhile due to the 
high cost. But often that’s not true. 
For example a new washing machine 
can cost you up to £900 or more. But 
normally we can fix it for under £100. 
A saving of up to £800! With none of 
the hassle and timescales of ordering 
and fitting a new machine. Just 
contact me for a no obligation quote. 
We’re local. 

Jason Williams 
07793 495091 

A u t o w a sh  E l e c t r i c s 

 
 

Oh no! 
The washing ma-

chine’s not working! 

 

Clean as a whistle! 
We can clean anything in your 
property.  
Inside and out, including: 
• Windows 
• Gutters and downpipes 
• Facias, soffits and frames 
• Conservatories including roofs 
• Solar panels 
• Patios, pavements and drives 
• Greenhouses 
• Carpets 
Just contact us to discuss your 
needs: 
  Tel: 01823 690154 
  Mob: 07590 636079 
  E: kevin@bawdencleaning.co.uk 

 

 

BAWDEN  
CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 

Established 1982 

Bygone Days 
 
Janet Seaton 
 

Gone with the wind 
 

T he first of Curry Rivel’s two 
windmills was built at Wick in 

about 1760.  It was advertised as 
being to let in the Sherborne 
Mercury of 6 February 1775:  
 
‘The mill is of excellent construction, 
consisting of three pair of stones 
with every conveniency annexed, 
and is now in perfect order…’ It was 
a sunk post type of mill, whose main 
body was partially buried in the 
ground to give it greater stability. 
The owner, Maurice Trevilian, was 
also prepared to sell it ‘on the most 
reasonable terms, twenty-five head 
of deer’.  The windmill was gone by 
1820. 
  
 
 

Langport & District 
History Society 
 
Our next meeting will be at 7.30pm 
on 2 September in All Saints Hall, 
North Street, Langport, when Chris 
Eldridge will give a talk 
about The Normans in Somerset.  All 
welcome.  Non-members £4. 

6 Parrett Close, Langport, TA10 9PG    
Tel: 01458 250778 

We’re local, we’re friendly and we’re 
here to help.  We stock a wide variety 
of meats including Game, Homemade 
pies, pasties, scotch eggs and faggots.  
And a wide selection of local cheeses 

and local seasonal veg.   

Mon-Fri 7am—5pm        Sat 7am—4pm 

mailto:kevin@bawdencleaning.co.uk


 

12                                                          Curry Rivel News                                   July 2024 

St. Andrew’s Church 

We warmly welcome visitors and 
new members of the community to any 

of our services and other events. 

Scott’s spot continued . . .  

   The application to us and our ‘king-
appointing’ election seems obvious.  Of 
course Rishi Sunak or Sir Keir Starmer 
won’t be calling-up our sons to drive 
their chariots or our daughters to bake 
bread (however much they might like 
that!) but the shape of their leadership 
and of the ‘courtiers’ (ministers and 
advisors) they appoint, will impact us 
all.  

   Now it is a rash vicar who publically 
airs their political affiliations, so you 
won’t find that here, but if you are a 
person of faith, then you may be 
interested in how I think we ought to 
approach our modern-day ‘king 
making’. 

   In a General Election we choose others 
to exercise power over us, so this choice 
matters.  As we decide where to put our 
cross, people of faith will need to make 
that decision not only based on 
manifesto promises or who have 
managed the least slip-ups whilst 
campaigning, but also to consider the 
morals and motives on display.  So, for 
the person of faith there is more to 
consider than debate ratings, costings, 
and the impact on our lives.  We need 
also to consider which ‘king’ has a heart 
most closely aligned with God and His 
ways.  Or to put it slightly more 
negatively, but perhaps realistically, to 
ask which ‘king’s’ policies are least far 
from God’s.  The Bible consistently 
holds out the God who has a special 
concern for the weak, the poor and the 
marginalised.   So who will most readily 
speak up for justice, for those whose 
voices are not usually heard?  Who will 
act with impartiality, wisdom and 
integrity?  Who will be most prepared to 
stand up for what is right even when it 
is not popular? In short, which ‘king’ will 
have the most Christ-like care for 
people and creation?          

   All this means another layer of 
thought and effort taken to read 
between the (head) lines and dig deeper 
than the sound bites, but important 
things are rarely straight-forward. 

   With prayer for our nation and those 
who lead us, whichever ‘king’ and their 
courtiers we have elected. 

  Revd. Scott 

To find out more, please visit us at:  
 www.curryrivel.org.uk  or 
 www.achurchnearyou.com 

July 

Note the special service on 28th July, in 
St. Mary’s Church Huish Episcopi. 

Thursday 4th 
10.00   CR OSR - Holy Communion BCP 

Sunday 7th 
10.00          FH - All Age Family and 
 Friends Service + refreshments 
11.15          FH - Said Communion CW 
  6.00 pm    CR - Evening Prayer 

Tuesday 9th 
10.00-12.00 CR OSR - Craft & Coffee 

Saturday 13th 
10.30-12.30 Messy Church 

(NOT in the OSR but at a farm, in 
Wick - see Messy Church facebook page) 

Sunday 14th 
  9.30         SW - Holy Communion BCP 
11.00         CR - Parish Communion CW 

Sunday 21st 
  9.30         FH - Morning Worship 
11.00         CR - All Age Family & Friends 
  Service + refreshments 
12.15          CR - said Communion CW 

Sunday 28th 

10.30      St. Mary’s Huish Episcopi 
Licensing service of Rev Patterson  

as Associate Minister for all parishes 
in the to-be-extended benefice 

CR = St. Andrew’s Church, Curry Rivel 
CR OSR = Old School Room, Curry Rivel, 
              ‘behind’ St. Andrew’s Church 
FH  = St. Martin’s Church, Fivehead 
SW = St. Catherine’s Church, Swell 

The leaders we 
choose 

   As I write, General 
Election campaigning is in 
full swing and as this issue of the CRN 
arrives polling day will be imminent. 
We’re not alone.  Today the news is full 
of a snap election in France, and in 
recent days Europe has been voting for a 
new European Parliament.  Change is in 
the air. 

   I heard from a friend recently that they 
were criticised for bringing a narrative 
from the Bible into a modern-day 
debate.  But as one who holds both to 
the relevance of the Bible to speak into 
any situation, and that politics and faith 
should mix, I bring you an example. 

   In a 3,000 year old event that you can 
read about in 1 Samuel chapter 8, the 
Israelites (God’s Old Testament people) 
have decided they want a king.  This was 
a particularly sad moment in their 
history because this demand was 
effectively about replacing God with a 
mere human king.  In loving grace 
however, God does grant this and Saul is 
appointed king, but God clearly warns 
that to choose this path will mean 
consequences.  Their new king will cost 
them.  We read of sons called as 
charioteers, daughters to be perfumers, 
cooks and bakers, and the best of the 
land’s produce taken in taxes and 
distributed to the king’s officers and 
courters.  The warning is simple – 
beware the kings you appoint, for the 
power you give them will have 
repercussions. 

Scott’s spot 

From St. Andrew’s Registers 
Funerals 

May God grant them eternal rest. 

5th June - Interment of ashes in the 
churchyard 

of Mrs Jean Nora Beryl Willson 

 († 24th April 2023, aged 92) 

and of her husband  
Mr Charles Daniel Willson 

(† 30th July 2002) 

12th June - Service to remember the 
life of Mr Derek Winston Brister 

(† 26th May) 
followed by burial in the churchyard 
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United Reformed Church 

July 
Services take place in our Chapel 

building, starting at 10.30am. 

  7th - Mrs Jo Morling 
(incl. Holy Communion) 

14th - Service of Prayer and Fellowship 

21st - Rev Evelyn Ridout 

28th - Mrs Jo Morling 

We are a small, inclusive, outward 
looking group of people and we 
welcome all wherever they are on their 
life/spiritual journey, without regard to 
age, gender, denominational 
background, sexual orientation, race or 
ability.  We respect the traditions of our 
past, engage with the present and look 
forward to the future, believing our 
work together is rooted in our 
relationships with God, each other, and 
the world around us.  

Tea/coffee is served after every service 
providing the opportunity to meet and 
chat with each other and the service 
leader. 

URC Minister:  Rev. Tim Richards 
(on sick leave) 

Hall Bookings: 01458 253953  

Change for Curry Rivel 

United Reformed Church. 

   If you read the Church Pages of your 

June copy of Curry Rivel News you will 

be aware that we are about to lose our 

Ministerial oversight. 

   The Reverend Tim Richards who has 

guided us over the last 18 years is 

retiring at the end of this month.  We 

also know that sadly Tim is seriously ill 

and we are consequently losing the 

much-valued help of Ali Richards, Tim’s 

wife and previous author of our CR 

News input.  As Tim said in last month’s 

CR News, he has faced the challenge of 

guiding 5 Churches in the URC Mid-

Somerset Group of Churches.  With 

Tim’s retirement the URC Synod is 

talking of expanding the group to 8 

churches which will be guided by a 

single Minister.  Such a job will require a 

special sort of Minister who may take 

some time to find!  

   In the meantime, we are learning the 

DIY approach.  Our small number of 

members are eager to keep our Church 

alive and open.  Curry Rivel URC has 

provided a ‘Free Church’ presence in 

the village since the 1800’s and we have 

inherited a small but beautiful village 

Church with a worship area for Sunday 

services and a useful school room for 

social events which when needed can 

be available to other village groups.  We 

value the help of Christians within our 

Mid-Somerset Group who are able to 

come and lead Sunday services for us 

and of Jo Morling a member of our 

church who has lay reader training.  

   When DIY is needed, we have services 

of Prayer and Fellowship, and hymns, as 

suggested originally be Ali.  We are 

usually guided by the ecumenical 

magazine “Roots” which provides 

lectionary readings, suggestions and 

comments appropriate to the weeks 

theme. 

   So, we have Services, led by members 

of our Church that can be surprisingly 

different, but that maintain a link with 

activities taking place in other Christian 

Churches throughout the country.  Why 

not give us a try sometime? 

St. Andrew’s Rotas July 
Flowers 
  6th - Angela Cole 
13th - Margaret Davey 
20th - Wedding 
27th - Sue Randell 

Cleaning 
  6th - Tina Geary 
13th - Wendy Graves 
20th - Anne Goff 
27th - Jackie & 
 John de Ronde 

It’s easy! 
To advertise here 

 

Just contact the  
Advertising Manager: 

Nigel Grinsted 
 

07734 226000 
crn.nigel@outlook.com 

Would you be 
able to help by 
delivering a few 

copies of the 
Curry Rivel News 

each month? 
 

You receive your copy of the Curry Rivel 
News each month because someone is 

kind enough to give a little of their 
precious time to deliver it. 

 

Could you help out, too? It wouldn’t 
take a lot of your time, but would be 
very much appreciated by those who 
receive the copies that you delivered. 

 
For more information about is 
involved, please contact our 

distribution manager at: 
bernard@hall159.plus.com 
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Naturally Beautiful Beauty Salon 

Naturally Beautiful Beauty Salon is based in Curry Rivel offering a wide  

variety of treatments including eyelash extensions, 
lash lifts, CACI, radio frequency collagen lift, 
massage, facials and waxing.  

Reiki and Reflexology are also available with Debbie. 

Call 07903 727 590 or find us on Facebook 
@naturallybeautifulbeautysalon 
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Some Useful Telephone Numbers 
  

Youth Organisations  

Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorer Scouts    (gslthelevelsscouts@gmail.com)     

Rainbows     01823 698940                   

Brownies      251953  

Langport Youth Club    07930 899338  

Sports Clubs 

Short Mat Bowls Club     251616 

Cricket Club                     251453  

Yoga      07789 862548  

Pilates      07940 276265 

Social  

Flower Show     250311 

Out & About     0788 737 7942             

Royal British Legion     01460 281115 

Twinning Association    01460 281905 

Women’s Institute     253078  

Rotary Club of Langport & Somerton   252813 

Sedgemoor Garden Club    250091 

Heale Lane Allotment Association   741880  

Curry Rivel in Bloom    762296 

Friday Club     252791 

Mum and Baby     07751 380759 

Forget-Me-Not-Café    252710 & 396123 

Movement to Music, Becky Bostock   07706 734604 

Langport Cycle Club    0777 567 0546 

Arts  

Entertainers     250311 

Music Club     250863 

Art Club       253126 

Community Facilities  

Food Bank (help@curryrivel.org.uk)  07714 265384 

Village Hall  (crvhbookings@gmail.com)   07789 661288  

Old School Room Bookings  (crosrbookings@gmail.com)  

      250655/253856 

United Reformed Church Hall - Bookings etc.  253953 

Community Services  

Doctors      250464 

Police      101 

Yarlington Housing    01935 404500 

Footpath & Litter Warden           johncasebourne@sky.com  

Secret World Wildlife Rescue        01278 768723    07463 087507 

Education  

Little Pips     252822 

Primary School     251404 

Huish Episcopi Academy    250501 

Huish Episcopi Leisure Centre   251055 

Local Authorities   

Parish Council (Clerk)      clerk@curryrivel.org.uk   07534 318840  

District Council                      01935 462462 

County Council      0300 123 2224 

Religious  

St. Andrew's Church - church office    251375 

Churchwarden      079 3638 0994  259003  

Secretary PCC       251355 

Organist & Bell Ringing      253856 

Flower Guild       252710 

Roman Catholic Church, Somerton     07483 120 603 

URC Minister (vacant)   

Messy Church       01458 762523 

The Curry Rivel News is published monthly by the  
Curry Rivel News Group and is delivered free to households within the Parish. 

 
Editor Jane Hamlin 252946 

 curryrivelnews@gmail.com  

Advertising Nigel Grinsted 0773 422 6000 

 crn.nigel@outlook.com  

Treasurer Graham Finlayson  0790 0082194  

 cr.news.treasurer@gmail.com  

Publisher Mike Davis  0786 799 1338 

 crnpub@gmail.com  

Distribution  Bernard Hall 252378 

 bernard@hall159.plus.com  

Secretary Shirley Harvey 07554 595518  

 crnsecretary@hotmail.com  

Church Pages John de Ronde 251355 

 johnderonde51@hotmail.com  

 Deadlines for August 2024 Edition 

Advertising:   5pm Thursday 4th July 
Send to:   crn.nigel@outlook.com 

Comments & Articles:  5pm Monday 8th July 
Send to:     curryrivelnews@gmail.com 

MONDAY 

10.00am       Art Club       Village Hall 

10.00am Table Tennis (kevloe@outlook.com)   Village Hall 

1.30pm  Mum & Baby Ftness class     Village Hall 

6.00pm  Pilates               Primary School   

6.45pm  Explorer Scouts     Scout Hall, Langport 

TUESDAY       

10.00am Craft & Coffee  (2nd only)                         Old School Room 

10.00am Keep Fit   (nicky.barker1@btinternet.com)     Village Hall 

2.30pm        Forget-Me-Not-Café     Village Hall 

4.30pm  Rainbows/Brownies    Drayton Village Hall 

5.45pm      Pilates               Primary School 

6.00pm        Cub Pack     Scout Hall, Langport 

6.30pm       Langport Youth Club           Ridgeway Hall, Langport             

7.00pm    Short Mat Bowls       Village Hall 

7.30pm        Sedgemoor Garden Club   (2nd only) All Saints Hall L’port 

WEDNESDAY        

5.30pm  Beavers     Scout Hall, Langport 

6.30pm  Cycling Club                Bridge Café, Langport 

6.45pm  Scouts      Scout Hall, Langport 

7.30pm  Bell Ringing                   St. Andrews 

7.30pm  Parish Council  (1st only)     Village Hall 

THURSDAY          

10.00am WI (2nd only)     Village Hall 

6.30pm  Yoga      Village Hall 

FRIDAY                   

9.30am  Pilates     Village Hall 

9.30am-2pm Friday Club (fortnightly)   Village Hall 

4.00pm   Table Tennis    Village Hall 

7.00pm  Movie Night (3rd only)   Village Hall 

SATURDAY   

9.00am  Cycling Club               Bridge Café, Langport  

Pick up your Prescription from the Post Office 
Do you pick up repeat prescriptions from Langport surgery? If 
so you can request your medicine to be delivered to Curry 
Rivel Post Office in the BP petrol station. When you reorder, 
simply ask for delivery to Curry Rivel PO (including reorders 
on the surgery website). The surgery delivers to the Post 
Office every Tuesday and Friday. And while you’re in the Post 
Office you can pick up a cappuccino too! 

Regular Events  
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General Election  
4th July 2024 
 
 

Curry Rivel is now in 
the new constituency of 
Glastonbury and 
Somerton There are 
five candidates hoping 
for your vote.  

Tom Carter (Reform UK) 

Jon Cousins (Green Party)  

Sarah Dyke (Liberal Democrats)  

Hal Hooberman (Labour Party) 

Faye Purbrick (Conservative Party )  


